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CLAN MACPHERSON ASSOCIATION
AFRICA BRANCH NEWSLETTER # 6

Dear Member,
The wheel of time has turned and once again Christmas rapidly approaches! I would like to take this
opportunity to wish you a joyful festive season and a peaceful, prosperous 2018.
The Clan Macpherson Association across the globe has had another busy year with a successful Rally in
Badenoch in August 2017 organized by an extremely dedicated central leadership. One of the highlights
of this year’s Gathering was the presentation to Cluny of a beautiful silver tray and two salvers in honour
and appreciation of Cluny’s service to and leadership of the Clan for so many years. The tray was the
brainchild of Allan Macpherson-Fletcher who was the driving force behind the raising of £6000 from CMA
members across the world to make the purchase. The tray was engraved with Cluny’s Arms and the
following words: “Presented to The Hon Sir William Macpherson of Cluny and Blairgowrie TD QC By
members of the Clan Macpherson Association in recognition of his devotion and service to the Clan
August 2017”. In addition to this a booklet was presented to Cluny containing all the comments that
accompanied each donation to the cause. Cluny was very moved upon receiving the gift and expressed
his appreciation to all gathered.
At the AGM of the Clan Macpherson Association on Saturday the 5th of August 2017 the Africa Branch
Annual Report was delivered to those members present. I have copied the report into the attachments of
this newsletter much as it will appear in Creag Dhubh. I have also included the latest newsletters from the
Australian and Canadian Branches of CMA that are informative, interesting and testament to the vigour of
our Clan!

Africa News: Ewen Macpherson’s 80th Birthday
Congratulations are in order for Ewen Macpherson of Namitete who
turned 80 on the 27th of November 2017. The event was celebrated with
the gathering of locally resident family and the immediate farming
community. A bush walk on Kanongo Estate was followed by good food,
beverage and company at Ewen and Jenny’s home! We wish the Africa
Branch’s youngest octogenarian many years of health and joy ahead!
Right: Ewen Macpherson continues to farm energetically in Namitete Malawi
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Request for News for the Next Africa Branch Newsletter
I am always interested in hearing news from Africa Branch members of CMA. Should anyone have any
news that they would like to share in the next edition of the Africa Branch Newsletter please contact me!
That’s all from me for now.
Best wishes & Merry Christmas!

Derek Macpherson
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CLAN MACPHERSON
ASSOCIATION AFRICA BRANCH
ANNUAL REPORT 2017
Cluny, Lady Hilary, Madam Chair, Cousins and Clansmen,
It is with distinct regret that I cannot deliver this report to you in person this year. My thanks are due to the person who
has been nominated to present it on my behalf.
My first duty is to convey very warm salaams to the Association from the Africa Branch. No doubt this year’s Rally and
attendant activities will be supported by and enjoyed with usual Macpherson vigour!
Africa Branch Membership
I am delighted to inform you that the Africa Branch membership has increased by nearly 12% this year with the
addition of three new Life Members. Congratulations are due to Shannon, Morgan and Meren Macpherson who
became Life Members of the Association just after the last AGM. Regrettably one annual member has lapsed in the
interim. Our membership profile now rests at 18 Life Members and 1 Associate Life Member.
Branch Activity
Due to the large distances between members in Africa, personal meetings are rare. Consequently most of the Branch
activity is limited to communication by newsletter and notices. This year we have seen less communication than last
year, caused primarily by an unfortunate accident that I sustained at the end of September 2016. While conducting an
aerial surveillance patrol searching for poached elephants in Thuma Forest Reserve, Malawi, the motor of our
gyrocopter failed. I was forced to land the aircraft in inhospitable, wooded terrain. In the process I shattered both of
my heel bones and spent ten weeks in hospital in Johannesburg and several more months recovering at home. I am
very pleased to report that I am now well on the mend and the Africa Branch can look forward to being better
informed in the future!
In May this year, one of our local schools in Lilongwe, ABC Academy put on a ballet concert that told the story of the
reformed slave trader John Newton. Morgan and Meren Macpherson participated in a number of scenes, the
penultimate of which was accompanied by Amazing Grace on the pipes, played by me. Macpherson tartan continues
to be worn with pride in Central Africa!
In early June Shannon and I attended my thirty year school reunion at St Andrews College in Grahamstown, South
Africa. Part of the festivities included a school cadet parade. The parade, while convened for other reasons, was
nevertheless reminiscent of these young men’s predecessors who in 1901 turned out to help defend Grahamstown
against the Boer Commando led by Generals Smuts and Kritzinger. The June parade featured the St Andrews College
Pipe Band and three cadet platoons, all kilted in Graham tartan. It was a nostalgic moment for me as this is where I
learnt to play the pipes. On the day I was proud to witness nephew Iain Macpherson, who attends St Andrews College
with his brother Craig, participate in the parade.
Tribute To Michael Robert Nasmyth Macpherson 15 September 1917 - 28 June 2017
I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to Michael Robert Nasmyth Macpherson. In early 1917 Michael’s
father, Major Robert Macpherson, was commanding his regiment as Acting Lieutenant Colonel in the 1914-1919
Tanganyikan campaign against the German General von Lettow-Vorbeck. On the 18th of April 1917, at the age of 37
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and whilst “leading a gallant attack” Major Robert Macpherson was tragically killed at a place called Behobeho on the
Rufiji River in what is today the Selous Game Reserve.
Jennifer Gilbert, who is Michael’s step-granddaughter, tells me that Michael’s mother, Mary, upon hearing of her
husband’s death sailed to the Cape to be with her family. Michael was born in South Africa on the 15th of September
1917 five months after his father was killed. As a young boy Michael travelled with his family to Uganda by bullock
train. I have no doubt that that would have been a tremendous adventure! Sometime later Michael moved to Kenya
where he is recorded as being a member of the Kenya Regiment (Number KR 206).
Having lived a long and eventful life Michael passed away on the 28th of June 2017 just two and half months short of
becoming a centenarian. His funeral took place at St Luke’s Anglican Church in Howick, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.
We honour his memory.
Final words
Before closing I would like to mention that we have been made aware of the trial that Torquil Le Roy-Lewis, Cluny’s
grandson, has been facing with his diagnosis of non-Hodgkins lymphoma. Our thoughts and prayers are with him and
all of his family at this time. We are rooting strongly for a full recovery!
Thank you!
Derek Macpherson
Africa Branch Chairman

Left: Morgan and Meren Macpherson proudly display their
certificates of Life Membership in CMA

Below: St Andrews College Pipe Band, Grahamstown, June
2017
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Clan Macpherson Association
(Australian Branch)
Website www.clan-macpherson.org

October 2017 Newsletter
The Cluny Presentation.
Allan Macpherson-Fletcher, the convenor has reported to Branches after the recent
Gathering, that the presentation went tremendously well. Allan said; ‘Cluny was
most moved and has sent me a charming letter following the presentation.’
Allan went on; ‘Following worldwide support we raised a total of £6,000 which
was enough to purchase a beautiful silver tray and 2 salvers to present to Cluny
and his son Jamie and daughter Annie. Please pass on my thanks to all those in
Australia who contributed so generously towards this cause.’

The Salver being put to good use at Newton Castle!

The idea for the presentation came after last year’s Platinum Dhubh when it was
felt by many that Cluny had done so much for the Clan that it was time to give him
a gift as a thank you, and recognise his service at home and to the diaspora. The
appeal raised enough money to approach Iain Marr, a well known silversmith in
Beauly near Inverness, who sourced a fine Victorian tray and two silver salvers.
These were then sent to Robert Giddings in London who is a Master Engraver and

Member of the Goldsmiths’ Company. An approach to the Lord Lyon ensured
that we had the correct matriculated arms of Cluny which are personal to him.
These were beautifully copied by Robert together with an inscription which read:
Presented to
The Hon Sir William Macpherson of Cluny and Blairgowrie TD QC
By members of the Clan Macpherson Association
in recognition of his devotion and service to the Clan
August 2017

Allan continued; ‘The presentation took place just before dinner at the Ball on
Friday 4th August, and I thanked Cluny for his hard work over the years which
had resulted in such a united and loyal Clan. I stressed how much it was a family
affair and firstly presented a salver to Jamie and then to Annie's daughter Eliza, as
Annie sadly couldn't be present on the night. Then Cluny accepted his salver and
made a charming reply thanking everyone for the gift.’
Allan concluded his report thus; ‘Thank you and all the Clansmen in Australia for
their help and generosity in giving our Chief a present to thank him for his
leadership. A booklet containing all the comments and good wishes to Cluny was
also printed and bound and presented to him.’
A Queensland CMA Tent at Scotland in the Park, Greenbank, QLD.
A full day of Scottish events including pipe bands, entertainment, Scottish stalls
and more at Middle Green Sports Complex. June 2017.
Sandy Macpherson reported;
‘A brief report to let you know that Sunita and I
took our Clan Macpherson tent and did
Scotland in the Park at Greenbank yesterday.
This being Queensland, of course the weather
was perfect, with clear blue skies and 24
degrees on a warm and windless day.
Attendances seemed pretty good between
10.00am and 2.00pm but I guess we will see the
final figures in the local paper later in the week.
There were about a dozen clan tents, scattered
throughout the trade exhibits and others of
general interest. We had the Stewarts for
neighbours and very hospitable they turned out to be. They had a fairly lavish
exhibit, which gave me a few ideas for any subsequent activity of this type, and a
few samples of whiskies from their area to tickle the tastebuds.

Not really knowing what to expect, I was quite
surprised to find some Macpherson interest and
fielded about 18 enquiries from various people
with Macphersons in their family line, or people
from the various associated families. I heard a
great story from one lady who had researched a
mysterious Macpherson antecedent with
surprising results.
I gave away a few applications and the copies of
the newsletter that you sent, so we shall have to
wait and see if the day bears any fruit.’
Sandy, and Cameron Stewart (Boonah Qld) in
front of adjoining Clan tents.

Museum
Library
Presentation.
Lachlan McPherson (Belmont Vic)
presented a McPherson’s catalogue to
the CMA Library at the Annual General
Meeting in the Newtonmore Village
Hall. Accepting the book is CMA
Chairman Jean Macpherson Duffy.
Lachlan said that his late father prized
the catalogue; not only did it bear his
family name, but it was also vital in his
line
of
work
as
Mechanical
Construction Superintendent with the
SEC in the Latrobe Valley over more than two decades in charge of construction
of coal excavation dredgers, conveyor systems and many other varied projects
including overseeing the wall construction of the dam for Lake Narracan and the
lookout tower at the top of Coach Road (after the civil engineers couldn’t get it
right three times!).
Annual Subs Included in this mailing are renewal notices for Annual members.
Prompt renewals will be appreciated, preferably by electronic funds transfer
(EFT) to our bank account, the details of which are shown on the renewal notice.
Please ensure that you provide your name on the EFT bank reference.

The Scottish Diaspora Tapestry Returns Home
In late March Cluny and his family journeyed
to Crieff to look at the Scottish Diaspora
Tapestry Display which has returned to
Scotland and is now travelling the country. In
an e-mail titled ‘Top Lad’, Cluny’s daughter
Annie Le Roy-Lewis said that she and her
daughter Eliza, now studying at Cambridge
University, ‘ … were enormously
impressed. What detail and talent!
Dad was delighted to see it too and we had a
lovely hour or so looking at the other panels
from around the world.’
The panel titled ‘Three Macphersons’,
endorsed by Cluny, was embroidered by
local CMA members Helen Johnson and
Heather Smallbone.
The three Macphersons illustrated are:
L to R; William Macpherson, (August 1784
– March 1866), Cluny’s great great grandfather who came to Sydney in 1829,
with his family to pursue a career in the civil service and was the original
Collector in Internal Revenue, then first Clerk to the Legislative Council (the first
Australian Parliament), and NSW Executive. Retiring in 1860, William remained
in NSW until he died in 1866 at Berneera, near Liverpool Regarded as a pillar of
the colonial establishment, a stained glass window in his memory is erected in St
Andrew’s Cathedral Sydney, and can be seen above the NE transept as one
leaves the Cathedral toward Sydney Town Hall. His son, Allan Macpherson, was
a member of the New South Wales Legislative Assembly and represented the
Electoral district of Central Cumberland from 1863 to 1868.
The second McPherson is famed Australian water colour painter Margaret Rose
Preston who was born in Adelaide. She studied with landscape painters Lister
and MacCubbin amongst others Sydney from 1888, at the National Gallery of
Victoria schools in Melbourne in 1893-94 and 1896-97, and travelled overseas
extensively. Margaret eventually settled in the Mosman area with her husband
William (Bill) Preston whom she married in December 1939.
A harbor town, Mosman has long attracted artists and writers such as Tom
Roberts, Arthur Streeton, Harold Herbert, Dattilo Rubbo, Lloyd Rees, Nancy
Borlase, and Ken Done. The Prestons lived in Mosman from 1920 to 1963, with

the exception of seven years in the bush suburb of Berowra during the 1930s.
Even more than her paintings, Preston’s woodcuts, linocuts, and monotypes
showed her capacity for Modernist innovation. Although she had experimented
with etching while living in England, the best of her mature work was in
woodcuts. These prints were inexpensive to produce and helped her to extend her
reach to a broader market.
Preston created over 400 known prints, not all of which are documented and
some of which are lost. The great majority of surviving prints feature Australian
native flora as their subjects, a result of Preston’s desire to make uniquely
Australian images. Flowers such as the banksia, waratah, gum blossom and
wheelflower offered Preston specimens for her radical, asymmetrical
compositions.
Helen Macpherson Smith is the third of the trio. Helen is a descendant of John
Macpherson of Skye and Helen Watson. They were Helen Schutt’s grandparents.
They had eleven children, the youngest of whom, Jane Priscilla, was the mother of
Helen Macpherson Schutt. The family came to Australia in 1825, settling first on
the Limestone Plains (now Canberra) then in Melbourne. Helen married William
John Schutt who predeceased her. On her death Helen left a generous legacy
which became the Helen Macpherson Smith Trust in 1951. The Trust now
makes annual charitable grants to many worthwhile causes in Victoria, one of
which funded the magnificent restoration of the genealogical centre in the
Victoria State Library.
The is an independent philanthropic trust to which Helen left the majority of her
wealth. Launched as the Helen M. Schutt Trust, the name was changed to the
Helen Macpherson Smith Trust in 2001 to acknowledge the Macpherson and
Smith families as the prime source of her legacy.
Since the Trust was established, over $113 million has been granted to a wide
range of Victorian charitable institutions and a diverse range of projects
benefiting Victorians every year.
Helen Macpherson Smith was a very private woman who left few insights into
the type of person she was. Her close friends and relatives described her as
thoughtful, kind and caring, and there would be little doubt that this spirit of
generosity was central to her interest in philanthropy.
Helen’s vision continues to guide HMSTrust today. She was a life-long donor
and supporter of organisations in Victoria including community service charities,
children’s causes and medical institutions.

The Scottish Tartans Authority Update - August 2017
On 29th September 2017, the 21st AGM The Scottish Tartans Authority (STA)
was held at the Smith Art Gallery and Museum in Stirling. Prior to the meeting a
short update in advance of the AGM was presented to members thus:
‘I am very aware that while the profile of The Scottish Tartans Authority continues
to grow across Scotland’s culture, heritage, tourism and business sectors, this may
not be apparent to some long-standing members. We are determined to
communicate more in the year ahead and I do hope that members will be pleased
with our detailed Annual Report that will be available online in the next few weeks.
It tells a tale of high activity and new partnerships, all in pursuit of our charitable
purposes with the aim of promoting, protecting and preserving our most cherished
and iconic national fabric.
Highlights over the past year have included:
National Tartan Centre - progress … in partnership with Stirling Council … we
expect to hear the outcome of their City Deal Bid towards the end of the year.
Braemar Royal Highland Society - the STA is now represented on the project team
that will deliver a Highland Games Centre in 2018.
Tartan Marque - the STA is a point of co-ordination for a group of members with
an interest in creating a marque for “Tartan Woven in Scotland”. Engaging with a
full range of industry members and partners (those for, and those against such a
marque) is vitally important as, in concept …, a marque means different things to
different audiences.
The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo - the STA provided a great deal of support
to the organisers, ensuring that this year’s “Splash of Tartan” theme was both
colourful and accurate.
Research, Media & Enquiries - activity … has exploded in the last 12 months. A
number of artefacts of historical significance have been located from public and
private collections. Some high level detail is included within our Annual Report.
Fundraising - a targeted campaign was launched in 2016 with approaches made to
300 or so Trusts and Foundations across the UK. The initial trawl has drawn in
funds amounting to £30,000 with hopeful feedback for future approaches.
I do hope you will enjoy the attached article, “Preserving the Fabric of a Nation”
that will appear in the Braemar Gathering Annual programme next month … .
Read the article at http://www.electricscotland.com/tartans/newsletter/index.htm
Very best wishes
John F McLeish, (Chairman - The Scottish Tartans Authority)

Welfare Service for Everyman (courtesy Australian Army newspaper)
Local CMA member Ramsey Macpherson (Drummoyne NSW) was on hand at
Government House Canberra on 23rd August when the Governor General Sir
Peter Cosgrove unveiled a new Everyman’s Welfare Service brew truck. Ramsey
was the Australian Ambassador for the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo
(REMT) in Melbourne in February 2016.
The new brew truck was bought and customised with funds donated by the
REMT for use wherever possible within the Australian Defence Force (ADF).
Sir Peter is Patron of the Everyman’s Welfare Service which supports soldiers
sailors and airmen and their families by providing philanthropic support, a
service not normally provided by the ADF in the field. Everyman’s officers turn
up with their brew truck in unexpected places, often at most unexpected times.
The Everyman’s Welfare Service was established 75 years ago to offer support,
guidance and comfort for troops going to World War II, and continues to offer
that same support at home and overseas.
The new brew truck was packed with the same comforts and will extend the
same goodwill that can make all the difference to troops seeking a break during
training, and on active service.
The presentation occurred as part of the Centenary of Anzac commemorations in
Australia; a worthy recipient of charitable funds donated by the REMT following
the successful displays held in Melbourne in 2016, and was ‘an incredibly
generous donation by the REMT,’ the Governor General said.
Everyman’s Representatives are accredited by the ADF, work from recreation
centres on bases, and travel with troops on military exercises and operational
requirements. They served in Singapore and Malaya during World War II, and
have since supported troops at home, in Malaysia, Vietnam, Cambodia, TimorLeste and Solomon Islands, and today deploy to the Middle East Region.

The Macpherson DNA Project – July 2017 - Athol McDonald Gigarre (Vic)
The Macpherson DNA Project now numbers 215 participants from across the
globe, the main focus remains Ydna testing for Macpherson men, however there
is increasing interest in autosomal testing (the Family Finder test) for both males
and females.
The most significant advance in the couple of years has been the emergence of
Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) testing. When the project commenced over a
decade ago the emphasis was on the testing of Short Tandem Repeats (STRs) on
the Y chromosome. It is beyond the scope of this short report to delve too deeply
into the science involved, suffice to say that NGS testing identifies Single
Nucleotide Morphisms (SNPs). These are changes on the Y chromosome that
may have occurred centuries ago but are passed on to all male descendants of a
particular individual. The most advanced test offered by FTDNA is the BigY
test, although it is possible to test for individual SNPs or SNP packs.
The SNP L1065 has been identified as almost exclusively Scottish. Many
Scottish Clans are descended from the first L1065 man, including the
Macphersons. Many members of the project have tested positive to this SNP.
Recently two SNPs have been identified as exclusively Macpherson, they are
FGC32902 and A861, both descend from L1065. The first FGC32902 man lived
about 850 years ago. Five project members had tested positive to this SNP, all
have known links to Badenoch. They have recently been joined by the Australian
CMA Chairman, John L. Macpherson, suggesting that his roots may also lie
close to the headwaters of the River Spey.
The SNP A861 branched off FGC32902 about 450 years ago and appears to
represent the Chiefly line.
One pleasing anecdote from the last year has been the success of the DNA
project in assisting Robert MacPherson of Shetland trace his ancestors back to
Badenoch. Robert’s primary reason for joining the project over a decade ago was
to learn where his forebears had originated on the mainland. His ancestor Robert
had arrived in Shetland in the early 1700s as a school master with the Scottish
Society for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge (SSPCK).
Robert did not have any close match with others in the project and for many
years sat almost alone in a small group with another member with roots in
Shetland. Closer examination of his results indicated that he did in fact match
some members closely connected to Badenoch. Robert agreed to take the BigY
test, which identified that his terminal SNP is FGC32902 thus confirming this
speculation. A little research revealed that the SSPCK had only one master
named Robert MacPherson, who had transferred from Laggan to Shetland in the

1720s. Quite a remarkable story, Robert senior had almost certainly grown up in
Badenoch early in the eighteenth century, received an education at a local
SSPCK school before becoming a local school master himself and eventually
relocating to Shetland.
A longer article on the Macpherson DNA Project will be published in the 2018
Creag Dhubh.
Clan Macpherson Museum At the August 2017 Council meeting retiring
Chairman of the Museum Advisory Committee (MAC) Ewen Macpherson
reported:
‘… that the museum had a very good year financially mainly due to the excellent
fundraising event in Edinburgh in October 2016 organized by Zandra Macpherson
(Glentruim), the Friends scheme and a number of donations; in particular one
given in memory of the late Neil Macpherson, former CMA treasurer.
A full building survey of the museum had been carried out by Rob Macpherson
(trustee & architect), a structural engineer and a quantity surveyor. Rob gave an
excellent presentation to the Museum Advisory Committee and the Trustees.
Briefly, the roof tiles are in a very poor condition and are saturated, cracked and
delaminating. The Museum has suffered a series of on-going leaks. The walls of
the extension are sloping outwards by deflection of the roof trusses due to excess
weight of the roof tiles above, but they do not show signs of recent movement. The
walls are cracked and unsightly. The (curator’s) flat was also examined and
included in the plans. Minor repairs of the flat are necessary.
Option1. Replace the
existing roof cladding
of tiles with much
lighter zinc and include
insulation. The roof
overhang
to
be
extended considerably
in order to clad the
walls in the future and
allow for excess rain
water from the roof to
avoid
the
walls.
Option 2. Option 1 and
include insulated timber wall cladding to the existing walls, and render the garage.
Option 3. In addition to Options 1 & 2, demolish the existing garage, add a singlestory
extension
to
the
existing
building,
internal
alterations.
The Trustees agreed to pursue Option 2 at a projected cost of about £200,000. This
could be done without disturbing the inside of the museum or closing it.

One of the photos used by Rob at the AGM is shown above. The remainder are
now on display in the Drumochter Room.
A fundraising event was held in the home of Gordon Macpherson, Coates
Crescent, Edinburgh in early October and featured entertainment by Bill Wyllie
Macpherson, MBE. Bill is professionally known as Bill Martin and is a
songwriter of some repute whose hits include “Puppet on a String” and
“Congratulations.” The event raised about £1400 for the Museum repairs.
Friends of the Clan Macpherson Museum The Friends of the Museum were
formed to help raise additional income to assist the cash flow for
maintenance and day-to-day running of the Museum.
The background and defined requirements have been confirmed
and a brochure “The Friends of the Clan Macpherson Museum”
has been published with a crest designed by R. Gordon
Macpherson of Canada. Go to:
Go to: https://www.clan-macpherson.org/museum/supportus.html#friends for
details. The website explains how to become a Friend and the attendant benefits.
Guardians of the Museum (Na Diònadairean) will also receive the benefits listed
for Friends.
The Clan Macpherson March to the Newtonmore Highland Games
There has been some discussion recently about Cluny’s March; in particular
concerning dress and other standards. An undated paper has emerged recently
which contains some interesting history of the first march, and is repeated
hereunder.
The first march took place on 23rd August 1947 to coincide with the inaugural
rally of the Clan Macpherson Association (CMA) which was formed in 1946.
On welcoming the Clan into the Newtonmore Highland Games Colonel MBH
Ritchie DSO, the President of the Games Committee said:
‘The Committee of the Newtonmore Highland Games and, indeed, all who live in
the Macpherson country, welcome most cordially this gathering of their famous
clan. It is an historic occasion today, when the children of Muirich Badenoch
have come back to the Glen of their forefathers, back to yonder stately mountain
from which they took their famous Slogan, a war-cry that rang out across many
a battlefield in the olden times. Here, we know your Clan history; the fight at
nearby Inverhavon; that of Falkirk; and the sharp rearguard action in the
gloaming at Clifton, down in England. The long vista of Highland Clanship years
signify little; these actions are of yesterday: but Clanship and Highland Clanship
years signify little; these actions continue ever; today and tomorrow. And today
we pay honour to the house of Cluny and all its branches. Remember, that no

Cluny ever evicted clansmen in the wicked days of the Clearances. In particular
let us honour the memory of Cluny of the 45, who lost all, gave all, in the cause
of his rightful Sovereign, but gained unforgettable merit in the nobility of his
sacrifice. And honour also the deep and steadfast loyalty of the people of
Badenoch: through nine years of search no man or woman betrayed Cluny; they
scorned to accept the bribes of his persecutors. That integrity exists today as
strong as two centuries ago.
Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn. And may the Mountain Grandeur of
Creag Dhubh be your inspiration in time of trial, as it was to your forebears. And
may Scotland ever be proud of her Clan Muirich, that has contributed so much to
her advancement, to her history and to her renown. “Creag Dhubh, Chlann
Chattain’.
The annual Clan Macpherson march is not intended to be a carnival parade but
gives all clansmen the opportunity to rally behind their Chief in a show of fealty
and allegiance and demonstrate to all, pride in our common heritage.
The paper goes on to say that one does not need to be a member of the CMA to
participate but it is expected that all marchers will adhere to the Chief’s
guidelines pertaining to dress and behaviour in the march.

Clan Macpherson ‘on parade’ at Newtonmore Highland Games on Saturday 5th August
2017. Chairman of the Games Committee, Angus Macpherson (extreme left) welcomes Cluny
and the Clan. The three flags are: L to R, the Association arms, Cluny’s personal standard
and the Green Banner.

New Member Julia Riordan describes her family history. My grandfather,
David William Kinloch Macpherson is Cluny’s uncle, which makes me Cousin
Bill’s (Cluny’s) first cousin once removed! I was born in Zambia, Central Africa
and the youngest of four children, my siblings being Patty, Cliff, and (late)
Michael. My (late) mum, Prinia Riordan (nee Macpherson) along with her
brother Ewen and sister Isabel are the children of David and his wife Frances
(my grandmother) and Cluny’s first cousins.
My Grandpa (David) arrived at Beira, Portuguese East Africa in 1926 and later
settled in Nyasaland (now Malawi). He was a keen fisherman and ornithologist,
his diaries from his early pioneering in Portuguese East Africa document the
many birds he identified including a discovery of a bird in Malawi now known as
the White-winged apalis – Apalis Chariessa macphersoni. A comprehensive
collection of the birds identified during his time in Africa is held in the British
Natural History Museum at Tring, in Hampshire. A book based on his diaries of
his experiences during this time has been edited by (my Aunt) Isabel – Little
Birds and Elephants (http://www.birdsandelephants.com/).
Our family left Zambia and emigrated to New Zealand in 1970 where we settled
in Motueka in the South Island. I moved to Brisbane Australia in 2000 and have
two children. I am delighted to be finally joining the Australian Branch of Clan
Macpherson and am very fortunate to be part of a family that has such a rich,
interesting and well documented history.
I often wonder if my grandpa was inspired by his grandfather, Allan Macpherson
‘the Squatter’. – Maybe his grandmother, Emma Macpherson told him tales of
his grandfather's journey to Queensland travelling through the rugged Australian
bush en-route to Mt Abundance in 1847.
I would like to acknowledge my first cousin Douglas, son of Uncle Ewen in this
article as he is also a fellow Queenslander and grandson of David. Douglas’
brother Derek is the African Chairman of the Clan Macpherson Association.

A Commonwealth quartet,
L to R; Adam de Totth (Canberra
Australia), Bruce JS Macpherson
(obscured) (Chairman England
and Wales Branch) carrying the
Association flag, Tony
McPherson (Christchurch NZ),
with Cluny keeping an eye on the
March onto The Eilan. Creag
Dhubh is in the background.

At the Canberra Highland
Games Bill Nicholson
(Canberra Burns Club Drum
Major), John L, Chieftain of the
Day Gordon Ramsay MLA and
Mrs. Lyndelle Ramsay.

Personal Notes
New Members. We welcome new members;
Mr David Macpherson, Lithgow NSW (Annual)
Mr John Waddell, Burnbank Vic (Annual)
Mrs Sandra Healy, Terrigal NSW (Annual)
Mrs Julia Riordan, Manly Qld (Annual)
Vale. We extend our condolences to the families of;
Mrs Joan Gillespie, Caringbah NSW
Mrs Voynnie Amos, Aitkenvale Qld and
Mrs Leanne McPherson, Waikiki WA

Activities across the Country
November 2017
The Clan Community Ceilidh
November 24 Red Hill, QLD Australia
Ceilidh dances with live Scottish music, suitable for all ages at Red Hill Community Sports Club. Info: 0409 760 993 or
www.ceilidhclan.com.
St Andrews Day - Kirkin' o' the Tartan services in Canberra and Sydney
November 26
9.30am - St Andrew's Presbyterian Church, State Circle, Forrest, ACT
10:00am - St Stephen's Uniting Church, Macquarie St, Sydney
Info: Susan Cooke www.scottishaustralianheritagecouncil.com.au
Happy St Andrew’s Day
November 30 Nationwide
Wishing members and friends a happy St Andrew's Day - Scotland’s national day.
December 2017
Daylesford Highland Gathering
December 2 Daylesford, Victoria
Come to Daylesford on the 1st Saturday in December for a ‘wee’ bit of Scottish culture, a full day of piping,
drumming & dancing at Victoria Park. Info: www.daylesfordhighland.com
Piobaireachd Group Queensland Social
December 3 Rochedale, QLD
Piping at Rochedale State High School, 249 Priestdale Rd. Info: 07 3397 4512.
Adelaide Pipers’ Gathering
December 4 Adelaide, SA
Piping event in Adelaide. Info: Jack Brennan brennanjack@optusnet.com.au
Celtic Piping Sessions
December 17 Melbourne, VIC
Piping music session 2pm - 5pm, upstairs at the Exford Hotel, 199 Russell St. Info: email@celticpipingclub.com
Hogmanay
December 31 – Nationwide
The last day of the year and is synonymous with the celebration of the New Year (Gregorian calendar) in the Scottish
manner. It is normally only the start of a celebration that lasts through the night until the morning of New Year's
Day. www.scotland.org/celebrate-scotland/hogmanay
January 2018
The Maryborough Highland Gathering
January 1 Maryborough, VIC
Australia’s oldest continuous running sporting event. With pipe bands, Scottish dancers, athletics and more.
Info: 03 5461 1480 or www.highlandsociety.com.au
Happy Burns Night
January 25 – Nationwide

A night to celebrate the life and works of Robert Burns. The tradition of the Burns Night Supper was
first held in 1801 by the poet’s friends, five years after his death. Today, events take place around the
world with Scottish music, poetry, food, drink and dance.

Quirindi Military Tattoo
January 27 Quirindi, NSW
A showcase of military bands in competition and exhibition format, and pays homage to the Edinburgh Military
Tattoo. Info: 02 6746 1755 or www.quirindimilitarytattoo.com.au
February 2018
Celtic Woman Australian Tour
February 7 to February 16 - Nationwide
Celebrating the timeless emotion of Celtic music and centuries-old heritage, Celtic Woman will visit Brisbane,
Sydney, Newcastle, Melbourne, Adelaide & Perth on their Voices of Angels Australian tour.
Info: www.ticketek.com.au
Richmond Highland Gathering
February 18 from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm Richmond TAS
Tasmania's only Highland games at historic Richmond Oval. Pipe band competitions, highland dancing competitions
and stalls. Info: Di Cornish 0408 528 658 or Dianne.cornish1@bigpond.com
March 2018
Bendigo Scots Day Out
Saturday 3rd March, Rosalind Park Bendigo Clan Macpherson Tent
Events include the Australian premiere of highlights from the Edinburgh Short Film Festival at Bendigo’s
contemporary arts venue La Trobe University Visual Arts Centre in View St, and the post-SDO Ceilidh at The
Metropolitan. Info: http://www.scotsdayout.com/clans
2018 Geelong Highland Gathering
Sunday 18th March at Goldsworthy Reserve, Goldsworthy Rd Corio Clan Macpherson Tent
Events include the 2018 South Pacific Heavy Games Championships.
Info: http://www.geelonghighlandgathering.org.au

114th Maclean Highland Gathering
30/31 March, Maclean Showground
Info: http://www.macleanhighlandgathering.com.au/
Champion of Champions
March 31 & April 1, Newcastle Entertainment Centre, Newcastle, NSW
Presented by Highland Dance NSW, a weekend of Highland dance competition and events.
Info: www.nswhighlanddancing.com.au.
April 2018
The Tartan Spectacular
April 7 Toowong, QLD
A celebration of all things Scottish, includes Australian Pipe Band Championships with competitors from across the
country and beyond at Brisbane Boys' College.
info: www.tartanspectacular.com.au
Bundanoon Highland Gathering
April 7 Bundanoon, Clan Macpherson Tent
Australia's largest Scottish event celebrating 41 years. A day of great entertainment from pipe bands, singers,
dancers, strong man competitions and much more. Info: www.brigadoon.org.au

Contact Details CMA (Australia) Committee
Chairman
John L Macpherson
1/23 Oxley Drive
Bowral NSW 2576

ph 02 4801 0618
0409 122 141

greymac@acenet.com.au

Secretary
Ailsa McPherson
17/7-11 Stornaway Rd
Queanbeyan NSW 2620

ph 0425 809 965

ailsamcpherson77@gmail.com

Treasurer
Adam de Totth
50 Sidaway St
Chapman ACT 2611

ph 02 6288 1441

adamdetotth@netspeed.com.au

Brian Bailey

ph 02 9826-1541

brianmarybailey@hotmail.com

Rod Gillespie

ph 02 9880 2284

rodsue.gillespie@spin.net.au

Bruce McPherson

ph 02 4571-2673

Ian MacPherson

ph 02 9487 8044

ijmacpherson@bigpond.com

Webmaster
David Gillies

ph 0412 413 194

david@gillies.net.au

Australian Capital
Territory
Pam Rhemrev

ph 02 6288 1750

rhemrev@pcug.org.au

Queensland
Neil A McPherson

ph 07 5537 1990

mcpcomp@winshop.com.au

South Australia
Ken D McPherson

ph 08 8344-5483

Kendana38@gmail.com

Victoria & Facebook
David J McPherson

ph 03 9841-7661

djandsmcpherson@bigpond.com

Western Australia
Ian P MacPherson

ph 08 9524 2054

ianmacp@iinet.net.au
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS
By Denise Lagundzin, Registrar

the last issue of the Green Banner,
s ince
we saw a successful Gathering and

member of the Hamilton Light Infantry Veterans Club.

Marlene has visited Scotland a few times with Jim who was
AGM in Brantford with a new member, searching out his Macpherson roots. She always enjoys explorScott Macpherson of Essex and his spouse, ing different parts of Scotland.
participating for the first time.
Ronald John Fox lives in Toronto with his wife
We heard from Ewan Macpherson our
Lucia. While pursuing his maternal Macpherson
Webmaster, that his father, Professor Alan
history, he happened on the Clan website and
G Macpherson, a long time life member celebrated his 90th
decided to join CMA. Ron is a Professional AerBirthday. Our congratulations to Alan on entering his ninth deconautical Engineer who operates a business buyade.
ing and selling airplanes. His hobby is collecting stamps which
On the membership front, We welcome three new annual mem- he has done since the age of eight. He is proud of his “old” Canbers who joined since September. Two of whom found us on- ada stamps in his collection.
line.
Dennis Macpherson of Lunenburg Nova Scotia
Marlene Place lives in Stoney Creek Ontario with
her husband Jim who joined CMA in 2008. Jim’s
Grandmother Macpherson was born in Scotland.
Marlene decided to join CMA this year to support
Jim and his Macpherson interest. Marlene was a
professional home support worker for several years which entailed assisting handicapped patients with their medical devices
to allow them to remain in their homes. She found being a caregiver very rewarding work.

came across the Clan website while searching his
roots, and decided to join CMA. His great-great
grandfather Neil emigrated from Scotland to Nova Scotia in the early 1800’s. Dennis is a Professional Engineer with his own consultancy, MacPherson Technical Services, with clients in the power, gas, oil, and mining
industries across Canada. His main hobby is genealogy which
Photo by Dee Engle
he is actively
pursuing with a visit to Scotland to seek out his
ancestry.

Marlene is a member of a local five pin bowling league and is Dennis enjoys a good read and is trying his hand at writing a
active in veteran’s affairs as a volunteer. She belongs to the Vet- novel. He spends some of his time with music and plays the
erans Service League as an Associate Member which includes guitar. We hope we will hear him one of these days at a ceilidh.
volunteering as a bar steward for them on occasion. She is also a

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

w ell, here I am starting the second year
of a three-year term!

The 68th Gathering is behind us and I was
pleased that it went off well, as it was my
first effort organizing a Branch Annual
Gathering. I offer my heartfelt thanks to
Bob and Sondra Archibald for their help
with covering registration and hosting the afternoon tea after
the Kirkin o’ the Tartan. Janet McCredie our new Hon Secretary, is already looking into our 69th Gathering for next year.
Our membership survey saw great participation by our members and resulted a wealth of good ideas to improve how our
Branch can better serve its members. Members indicated that
more regional activities would be desirable so Council has
2017 November

responded by setting up six new regions across Canada with
Councilors in each, charged with implementing new ideas
for the Branch. Council is reviewing the financial implications to use our funds to support the new regions.
As one of the interviewers for the survey, I personally found
it very interesting to talk to our members and hear what they
had to say,
I represented our Branch at the United States Branch Gathering and AGM in Dallas this fall, following our Gathering in
Brantford. This was my first time as Canadian Chairman and
it was nice to meet new clan cousins and renew former acquaintances. I also found it interesting how the US Branch
Council manages their affairs.
Continued on Page 2

Page 1

TREASURER’S
CORNER
By Ken Gillis Honorary Treasurer

t

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Continued from Page 1

he Branch is in good shape financially as of the end of September.
We have $8,556 in our current account and $11,131 in our Life Membership Fund. We are showing a profit
of $1,091 year to date at the end of
September.

I was pleased to note that our Council for 2018 is starting out
with very few vacancies. I am looking forward to working
with the new officers and Regional Councilors that were
elected, and anticipate a good year ahead. I was a little disappointed that we have not found a Vice Chairmen yet, so I will
be working with the Nominating Committee to fill this very
important vacancy this coming year.

The amount of profit on the year is somewhat misleading as I
did not have the final bills from the Brantford Gathering.
Since I closed the books for September, I have received the
final bills for the Gathering as well as a series of other bills for
equipment purchases and other small items. The result is that
we are at about a break even position year to date. The Brantford Gathering had a modest loss of less than $100. The Gathering was not well attended, which was most unfortunate for
those of you who did not attend, because you missed an excellent Gathering, at a good venue, with delicious food and agreeable companions. I congratulate Ed Smith on an excellent job
of organizing the event and managing the costs.

Yours Aye, Ed Smith CD.

I do not believe there will be any other large expenses for the
balance of this year.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
to thank to following for their excellent contributions
w eandwishsupport
to the November issue: John Barton (Scotland),
Danna Fitton, Ken Gillis, John C House, Janet Macpherson,
Myles G Macpherson, Robert T Macpherson, James G McPherson, James M Small, E. Roderick Smith, and Ed Smith.
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WE REMEMBER
Hugh Edward Macpherson joined
CMA as a life member in 1983. He
passed away on August 24 at the age of
89. Hugh attended Branch Gatherings
and generously contributed to the Life
Member Fund to help to get it started.
He also donated funds to the Clan Museum in Newtonmore.
Hugh was born in London, Ontario and grew up in Stratford. He graduated from Queen's University Kingston in
1951with a degree in Civil Engineering, and later furthered his education in Business Administration at The
University of Western Ontario.
As an engineering student, he spent his summers working
for King Paving Company Ltd. Following graduation, he
started his career at Imperial Oil, then returned to King
Paving. In 1983, he purchased the company now called
KPM Industries Ltd. and was Chairman and Chief Executive Officer at the time of his retirement.
Hugh was well respected for the leadership he provided,
his unassuming generosity, and many contributions to his
community such as: Queen's University Bursary Fund for
Engineering Students, Joseph Brant Memorial Hospital,
and other medical facilities.
Hugh was an active member of the United Church, and a
longstanding member and director of The Burlington
Golf and Country Club.

DEADLINE FOR MARCH ISSUE

a rticles, stories and photos for the March issue are due on

the Editor’s desk on February 15 2018. We look forward
to input to the Green Banner from all members. Send your
drafts or outlines as soon as possible to
Canada.Editor@clan-macpherson.org
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NEW COUNCIL FOR 2018

t he Branch Council for 2018 was elected at the Annual General Meeting. All positions were filled with the exception of
the Vice Chairman and the Regional Councilor for British
Columbia. The Nominating Committee under its new Chair
will be searching diligently to fill these two positions as soon
as possible.
Ex Oﬃcio
Honorary Chairman

RGM Macpherson CM, KStJ

Immediate Past Chairman

William Macpherson PEng.

Oﬃcers
Chairman

Edward Smith CD

Vice Chairman

Vacant

Hon. Secretary

Janet McCredie

Hon. Treasurer

Ken Gillis

Registrar

Denise Lagundzin

Regional Councillors
Eastern Canada

John C House MOM

Quebec and Eastern Ontario Myles G Macpherson CD
Central Ontario

Janet Anne MacPherson

Western Canada

Robert T Macpherson

Bri sh Columbia

Vacant

Appointments for 2018 made by Council
Editor

John C House MOM

Webmaster

Ewan A Macpherson PhD

Social Media Coordinator

Vacant

Chairman Nomina ng Commi ee

William Macpherson PEng.

APPRECIATION

FIRST-TIME BRANCH OFFICERS
Janet McCredie (née Macpherson),
Hon Secretary, joined CMA as a life
member in 1986. She had a 31-year career in elementary education, first as a
teacher for 17 years and then as a principal in London Ontario. After retiring she
was called back to run a French immersion program at the elementary level,
which she finds interesting indeed, as she feels that the
French Language is not her strongest suite. Janet has been
collecting quilts as a hobby and is now embarking on designPhoto by Dee
ing and sewing them herself in her “spare” time.
Janet is looking forward to taking on the role of Branch Secretary and volunteered to be convener for the 2018 Branch
Gathering, She has started work on the Gathering already and
expects to announce the plan for it early in 2018 so we can all
mark our calendars.
Denise Lagundzin, Registrar, lives
with her husband Mike in Whitby Ontario. She joined CMA in 2017 and
enthusiastically responded to a request
by Ed Smith to accept the nomination
to Council as Registrar for the coming
year. Denise worked for Autotrader®
for 17 years in administrative positions,
which provided her with unique experience applicable to being our Registrar.
Denise enjoys cooking and has taken on the hobby of trying
at least one new recipe a week. Her second hobby is photography which will also be useful in CMA, as we always need
images from our events for the Green Banner. Denise volunteers as a guide at The Lynde House Museum & Visitor Centre operated by the Whitby Historical Society.
Her connection to Clan Macpherson is through her maternal
great-grandmother Margaret Macpherson. Denise visited
Scotland this fall to follow her roots. Denise and Mike have
three beautiful daughters, four grandsons and two granddaughters

t

he Canadian Branch wishes to thank the members of Council, who stepped down this year, for their loyal service and
support.
Chantal McPherson who was the Registrar for 5 years and
last year, the Honorary Secretary.
Helen Macpherson-Potts Provincial Councillor British Columbia for 3 years.
Donald E Pearson Provincial Councillor Alberta for the past 8
years.
Bruce Gillis QC Provincial Councillor Nova Scotia for the
past 6 years.
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Branch Council 2018 present at AGM
Mark Macpherson Former Chair, Rod Smith Regional Councillor, Denise Lagundzin
Registrar, Ken Gills Hon Treasurer, Gordon Mcpherson Honorary Chairman, Ed Smith
Chairman, Janet McCredie Hon Secretary, Ewan Macpherson Webmaster, Bob Archibald
Former Chair.
Missing: Regional Councillors, John House , Myles Macpherson, Janet Macpherson,
Robert T Macpherson
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MEET THE NEW REGIONAL COUNCILLORS
Regional Councillor Eastern Canada
John C House MOM, FSA Scot joined CMA
in 2012. He served as Provincial Councilor
Newfoundland and Labrador from 2013 to
2016. John grew up in a southwestern Newfoundland community called the Highlands,
where his maternal forbearers included Macphersons that had emigrated via Cape Breton from western
Scotland during the early nineteenth century.
John was a member of the Royal Newfoundland Constabulary
for more than 30 years, and retired as a Superintendent. He then
moved to Halifax with his wife Penny to take a positon in the
Nova Scotia Ombudsman’s Office.
John studied at Memorial University and completed a Master of
Science Degree in Investigative Psychology at the University
of Surrey in England. In 2014 he graduated with a Master of
Letters from the University of the Highlands and Islands. His
topic was the Viking Age in Scotland. He is continuing graduate studies in Scottish history.
In 2009, John was invested as a Member of the Order of Merit
of the Police Forces (MOM) in recognition of his contributions
to policing across his career. In 2016 he was elected a Fellow
Photo by Dee
of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland.

Regional Councillor Quebec and Eastern Ontario
Major Myles G Macpherson CD lives in Kirkland QC with his wife Linda Zema, who is a
life member and his daughter Arielle who is
an annual member. Myles joined CMA as a
life member in 2001 and in 2009 he was elected to Council as Provincial Councilor for Quebec. He has attended Clan Gatherings in Badenoch as well as
several Gatherings in Canada.
Myles is a graduate of Concordia University and holds Bachelor of Commerce and Master of Business Administration degrees. He presently serves with the Canadian Armed Forces as
a staff officer in Ottawa.
He is a federally licensed amateur radio operator, but his principal hobby is model railroading for which he is building an extensive N scale setup in his basement.

Regional Councillor Central Ontario
Janet MacPherson of Toronto Ontario joined
CMA in 2002 when Mary-Margaret Gillies, a
long-time member with whom she was working at the time, convinced her to become a
member. She was impressed when she visited
Scotland to attend the Clan Macpherson
Gathering in Badenoch shortly after joining CMA.
Janet grew up in Moncton NB, and graduated first from Mt.
Allison University, then Emmanuel College of Victoria Univer2017 November

sity at the University of Toronto. Janet was commissioned in
the United Church of Canada in 1969 and was a missionary in
Japan. After returning to Canada she worked at the United
Church’s national office and the Canadian Council of Churches until she retired. She continues her connection with church
volunteer work. That keeps her busy!

Regional Councillor Ontario West
Rod Smith joined the CMA in 1998 and
served on Council from 2000 to 2014. He
Photo by Dee
was born in North Bay and was raised in
Waterloo, Ontario. He is a graduate of
both Waterloo and Laurier Universities
with a degree in Environmental Studies
and a master’s degree in pastoral counselling and family therapy. He followed a career in building science engineering and
building restoration with major consulting firms.
Rod has been involved with Scouts for decades as a trainer and
district commissioner. He continues his avocation in scouting
today. He is active with the 78th Fraser Highlanders, a heritage
unit that supports young people who come to learn and play
the pipes and drums during the summer while reenacting 18th
century military drill for the public. Rod joined the Order of St
Lazarus in 2005, a charitable organization dedicated to the
relief of human suffering. He is the Treasurer for the Western
Ontario Commandery of this Order of Chivalry.

Regional Councillor Western Canada
Robert Thomas (Bob) Macpherson who
lives in Cochrane, Alberta, joined CMA in
2014 He was born in Drumheller and raised
in Hanna, Alberta. Bob is a fourth generation Canadian Scot whose great-greatgrandfather came to Elgin County, Ontario
in the mid 1800's from the Tarbert area of Kintyre, Scotland.
He has many distant relatives in the St. Thomas area of Ontario.
Bob has a keen interest in and a love of his Scottish heritage.
He and his wife, Sylvia, have been to Scotland four times so
far and attended the Clan Gathering in 2015 with plans of attending again in 2018. Bob and Sylvia have hosted a Burns'
night for over thirty years. Bob also had the honour of giving a
Toast to the Lassies and delivering the Immortal Memory at
some of the Grande Prairie Burns' suppers.
Bob spent his career as a teacher in Grande Prairie before retiring to Cochrane Alberta to be close to the three children and
two grandchildren living in Calgary.
After attending many Highland games and Burns' suppers in
Grande Prairie, Bob started attending games in Calgary and
Canmore the last few years and is looking forward to increasing our presence there to drum up interest in CMA in the west,
starting in Alberta.
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FITTON FAMILY GOES TO SCOTLAND
By Danna Fitton

s cotland truly is for all ages

and stages. We were very
fortunate to be able to spend
the last two weeks of July in
Scotland with our children,
Simon, and Courtney with her
partner Adam Fair, and our
grandchildren, Etta, one and
Elliot, four. I know you might
be questioning our sanity, but
we all agreed that the trip exceeded all of our expectations.
You can’t get better than that.
We rented a flat in Edinburgh for five days, which allowed us
to catch up with former CMA Chairs Sandy and Catherine
Macpherson, as well as spend an evening with Shelagh and
husband Alastair Noble. Mid-week we visited Sandy and
Catherine’s son, Bruce, and his wife Michelle at their wonderful “old” home outside Peebles in the Borders region. The rest
of the time, we explored Edinburgh, often meeting up in parks
to listen to music, let the children play and have a beer from a
local tent. Climbing Arthur’s Seat was popular with all including the four year old. Gran (me), had to keep Etta busy on the
nearby green space. Darn! Elliot was in search of castles and
was thrilled when his father bought him a plastic sword in a
scabbard while visiting Edinburgh Castle. Somehow his mother discovered as she climbed Arthur’s Seat, that she was still
carrying Elliot’s sword – and Elliot was still at the bottom of
the hill with Daddy and probably wondering what happened to
his sword. I guess she felt that she needed to lead the charge.

and the Folk Museum . We did them all, and the children
loved being out and about. We visited pubs and cafés, and did
take-out from the Glen Hotel to share in our own dining room
on our last night together.
Visiting the Clan Macpherson Museum with our family was
special. Ruiseart the curator, found the cromach donated by
my father, Dan Gillies of Wheatley. Each of us had a turn carrying it as we explored the museum. Young Elliot was intrigued by the sword which also had been donated by his
Great Poppa. The coat of arms of Uncle John Gillies a former
Chair of the Canadian Branch, was on the wall of the Heraldry
room, which is an amazing collection of colours and designs.
Of course, the highlight of this week was going to Blairgowrie
near Perth, to have lunch with Cluny and Hilary at Newton
Castle. They were in good health, wonderful spirits and the
rain stopped as soon as we arrived. It was such a pleasure for
us to be with them again, and we were happy to be able to
introduce Adam and the children to our Chief..

Photo by Adam Fair
Lunch at Newton Castle
Left to right: Hilary Lady Birnam, Cluny, Simon, Ron, Danna, and Courtney

I heartily recommend a family trip such as this- some time
together, some time apart. There seemed to be something for
everyone. Our children are already indicating that they want to
go back, perhaps to explore Adam’s Ross roots, to check out
the islands and the North. If Ron and I are lucky, they might
invite us to come along!
Photo from the Internet

Arthur’s Seat near Holyrood Palace

The balance of our trip was spent at “Netherwood”, a wonderful house in Newtonmore, once owned by Sandy’s aunt. It was
very interesting being there out of Gathering time. There are
many things to do from that location such as, bicycling, hiking
many trails, visiting Dalwhinnie Distillery, Rhuthven Barracks
2017 November

Danna Fitton (neé Gillies) lives in Scarborough Ontario and has been involved with the
Clan Macpherson Association for over thirty years, inspired by her father, Dan Gillies of
Wheatley, who was a very active member, Danna and her extended family often joined
him at gatherings in Scotland and Canada to enjoy time together and to celebrate our
Clan heritage.
Danna was a teacher in Toronto and had the pleasure of teaching not only adolescents,
but also adults who came back to school to finish their education or to get Canadian
credentials and experience in a Canadian workplace.
Danna is active in a community choir called Shout Sister, and has always been involved
in her community and church organizations. She and her husband Ron are getting ready
to move into a condo and are looking forward to new adventures –once the work of
downsizing is complete.
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THE COLONEL, THE LAIRD, AND MY FAMILY
Rev. James Macpherson Small

throughout history
a llhavePeoples
wanted to record their
history – whether in song, story,
memory, or writing in some form
or other. The Scots are definitely a
People ... with a long history. It is
good to reflect on our history, with
its various vagaries. But that is a
lengthy possibility, so I am breaking into my history by beginning with Lt. Col. Donald Macpherson who commanded the
Kingston Garrison during the War of 1812 and was my greatgreat-great-grandfather.
Lt. Col. Donald was born in Laggan
in 1755, joined the army, and pursued a military career when he came
to Canada. He married Elspeth
Macpherson in Scotland, and they
had a son Allan, who was baptized
in the Parish of Laggan in 1785.
In 1809 my great-great- grandfather
Allan came to Canada from
Badenoch at the age of 22, eventualLt Col Donald Macpherson
Circa 1800
ly settling in Napanee to the west of
Kingston where he became a leading
businessman who invested in the
goverment grist mill. His other interests included a distillery, a saw mill
which was an integral part of his lumber business, and he also established
the first newspaper in Napanee.
As a leading member of his community
he took on government appointments
and was the first postmaster in
Napanee, and a Justice of the Peace.
He was also appointed a Crown Lands
and Immigration agent. Allan had an
interest in education like many Scots
and built, at his own expense, the first
school house in the village.

Allan Macpherson “Th e
Laird” circa 1858

great-great-grandfather’s practice
of “grub-staking” (financially supporting) people who went to work
in the wooded unknown north in
what is now the well-settled County of Lennox and Addington in
Ontario.
Allan and Mary had 4 sons – Richard, Donald, Alexander, and
James; and three daughters – Henrietta, Emma Jessie, and Willina
[who died young]. Their son Richard my great-grandfather, married
Emma Jackson, and in time they
had a daughter Mary [known as Richard and Emma Macpherson
Circa 1865
Minnie]. Minnie married my
grandfather, Henry Beaumont Small – a medical doctor and
surgeon in Ottawa.
Henry and Minnie had three children; Dorothy, and her sister Marjorie [known to us as Aunt Mac]
who did not marry, but kept the
house and home of the Doctor
after Minnie died, and a son Richard my father, who married Mary
Elizabeth Martin.
In the fullness of time, Richard
and Mary had two sons, my brother, Richard Martin Beaumont
Small, and I – James Macpherson
Small who married Joan Frances
Blackwell. Joan and I were
blessed with two sons Keith Macpherson Small and Gordon RichMary (Minnie) Macpherson—Small ard James Small. Gordon who
circa 1878
lives in St Hubert QC now has a
young son Mathieu. So the family continues. . .

Topping all this off – he built his new home on the other side
of the Napanee river
from the village. Allan’s
house was considered to
be the most imposing
building of its kind in
Napanee by the locals.
Because of this he became known as “the
Laird”.
Macpherson House, Napanee today

I grew up hearing of my
2017 November

James Small with sons Gordon on left and Keith on right
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MCPHERSON’S SCHOOL, BRANT COUNTY
By James G McPherson of Creemore

a ugust 6

th

of this Canada 150th
year marked the first ever reunion of McPherson’s School, a
little yellow brick school house that
stands at the corner of Scenic Drive
and McPherson School Road about
one mile north of Blue Lake in the
County of Brant, Ontario, Canada.

But happily again, not only is the school standing, but so are
many of its graduates from the 1930’s onward. By grapevine
and social media, word of the Reunion spread and 89 attendees from Canada, State of Washington, Minnesota and
Illinois gathered to recall, perhaps for the last time, the times
when the school bubbled with laughter or was silenced by the
crack of the strap! But good times by far prevailed, despite no
phone, no running water, no internet and very little money.

The event attracted, in my words at the time, “ all who went
to the school, wish they had gone to the school, or are just
plain curious as to what life was like attending a classic one
room rural school “. The event featured, in honour of Canada’s 150th birthday, a re-dedication of the school’s bell which
exactly 50 years prior was mounted on a solid granite stone
marked by a Canada Centennial plaque with the words “ Site
of McPherson’s School, SS#10, 1870-1961, Dedicated Aug. 6th
1967 “.

The Brantford Expositor newspaper captured the mood when it
reported that the Reunion had “all the earmarks of a warm
family homecoming”. Written remarks from Audrey Wann
(neé McPherson ) of Tucson AZ who at 96 declined to attend
“ because she had another road trip “, relating her memories of
being disciplined in the woodshed. Recollections of Dr. Duncan McPherson of Vancouver regarding summer target practice at the bell with his 22 “when nobody was around “ added
to the humour of the day. Mayor Ron Eddy of Brant spoke and
noted the importance to our history of having such public
structures preserved by finding new uses for them, as they are
irreplaceable reminders.

Happily, against all
expectations at that
time, the school building is not only standing, it is lovingly
cared for by the present owners Suzanne
Seward and Paul
Stouffer. They graciously allowed the
school and school
yard to be open to all.
While the interior is
completely re-done as
a modern comfortable
country home, the
McPherson’s School SS 10
warm brick outside
walls stand tall and the front have been meticulously restored
to its original configuration. The bricks bear the names (and for
those less daring, only the initials) of most former students,
and are still there to be seen, fingered and the circumstances of
their being carved by nail or jackknife were recalled or imagined. Many of the names recorded of McPherson children who
attended from two adjacent farms, one of which is still owned
by McPhersons who first settled in this bit of Brant (as emigrants from Batavia, Genesee County, New York State) in the
early 1820’s.
This building bespeaks Canada, being built 3 years after Confederation at a cost of $816 on land given by Daniel McPherson at the corner of his farm. Classes ceased in 1961 as better
roads and greater mobility led to a new era of consolidation.

2017 November

The old school bell, newly painted and polished and showcased by fresh landscaping, was unveiled by Alan and Flora
McPherson of Calgary (great-great grandchildren of Daniel) ,
and Margaret (neé McPherson) Scheske and her daughter Jenna who reside in the adjacent “ McPherson “ farmhouse. They
were assisted by Dolores Gallagher, the oldest former pupil
present. A Clan Macpherson tartan blanket served admirably
for this occasion as a cover. I asked all present “to join me in
rededicating this bell… this ringing symbol of our school, our
community and ourselves”. As the blanket was pulled aside “O
Canada” was sung and a happy day drew to a close.

Following the rededication of the school bell, I asked my granddaughter Flora McPherson to ring the bell with a small hammer to make sure the bell rang true. It did ,and
brought back a final memory for all who were present
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68TH ANNUAL GATHERING
By Mark Macpherson

About 24 members and guests congregated
for the Chairman’s Reception and ceilidh
hosted by Ed Smith at the Best Western
Brantford on Friday evening September 15.
Our congenial host had arranged for the
Royal Scottish Country Dance Society
Hamilton ON Branch Dance Demonstration Team to present a
demonstration of Scottish Country Dancing with members of
the audience joining in at the request of the dancers. All enjoyed the reels and Strathspeys. Ed brought out his Scottish
song list and everyone joined in a great sing-song along with a
few talented individual performances. A snack of cold cuts and
salads was laid on with an open bar which was enjoyed immensely.

Hamilton Dance Group giving a demonstration of Scottish country dancing

Once the exciting business of the Annual General Meeting was
out of the way on Saturday morning, members dispersed for
the afternoon to take in the interesting sites around Brantford,
to do some local shopping, or just relax and let the world pass
by.
Ewan our Webmaster and Piper, visited the Bell homestead
and reported:

head table and the haggis, after dinner gave a fine demonstration of his art.
Then an innovation this
year, at least something
we haven’t seen for a
while, we had a guest
speaker on a Scottish
subject, as requested by
many members who had
responded to the membership survey earlier
this year. The keynote
speaker was Dr. James
Fraser of the University
of Guelph who addressed the problems of
Professor James Frazer addressing the dinner
researching Scottish history which is based on a mainly oral tradition where facts and
myths tend to be mixed up.
Ewan introduced and read Dr. Cluny Macpherson’s recollection of a chance encounter with Alexander Graham Bell on a
train headed to Montreal, where Cluny was to begin his medical studies, aged 17. Bell’s father was friendly with the St.
John’s Macphersons in his youth, and Bell had also visited
them when Cluny was a child. Bell recounted the story
(entirely unknown to Cluny) of the “Lost Portrait” of Cluny’s
great-grandfather. The portrait had been lost at sea, but was
later discovered by chance by Cluny’s grandfather hanging in
a cottage on the west coast of Ireland. For Dr. Cluny’s full
account, see http://collections.mun.ca/cdm/search/collection/
cluny (Notebook 2, page 32).
Bill presented the story of Cluny’s Cage where our Chief hid
out following the battle of Culloden.
These after-dinner talks were generally well-received. Some
members suggested that a sound system would have made it
easier to understand all that the speakers were presenting.

“Visited the Alexander Graham Bell homestead. The young
man giving tours was very knowledgeable. I had been looking
forward to this having recently read Charlotte Gray’s biography of Bell and also Dr. Cluny’s account of meeting Bell on
a train and learning the story of the “Lost Portrait”. Great to
see the Bells’ first North American home and many of their
original possessions”
June and Mark went to the Canadian Military Heritage Museum and enjoyed the visit. There is more on this visit in a separate article.
The formal highland dinner which is always a feature of our
Gathering was excellent, with most members complimenting
the quality of the food, particularly the haggis. Bill Macpherson former Chair and Robbie Burns devotee, gave the address
to the haggis with his usual flair. Ewan who had piped in the
2017 November

Ed having the guest speaker make the first draw to start the parade of lucky winners
with Dee Engle looking on.

Continued on page 9
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YOUR
OPINION COUNTED
By Mark Macpherson

w

ell we did it! We talked to every
member who wished to participate in
our landmark survey, the purpose of
which was to find out how to find new
members and keep those who had joined.
A questionnaire was designed and tested.
Then members were called by other
members who had volunteered to do telephone interviews. Participants also had the option of completing the survey on their own and returning the questionnaire by
email. In the end 61% of our members completed the survey,
which is an excellent response. A total of 244 suggestions
were offered to improve recruiting, retention, the events offered by the Branch, and communications with our members.

68TH ANNUAL GATHERING
Continued from page 8

Everyone enjoyed the prize draw managed by Ed who made
sure of fairness by having the previous winner draw the next
ticket. There were happy winners and less happy losers as
usual. Ewan reported lately that he is still enjoying his prize
“dram by dram”!
On Sunday those of us that could, got up and met at the Central Presbyterian Church in downtown Brantford to be piped
in by Ewan. We were greeted by Worship Leader Anne Miller
who was officiating, and then we joined the congregation. Ed,
Ken Gillis, and Rod Smith did us proud with their readings of
the scriptures. It was an impressive church, making for an
enjoyable occasion.

When asked why they joined, most members not surprisingly,
checked affiliation with Clan Macpherson, interest in clan history, or following their roots. A significant number felt the
message put out by CMA was not clear, and many felt the use
of social media such as Facebook should be harnessed to enhance the image of CMA. We have been looking for someone
to serve on Council to do just that! We are still looking.
When asked about the organization of the Governing Council
of the Branch, a significant minority felt they did not know
much about it, but the majority felt it was important to the
Branch. You will note in this issue of the Green Banner we
have taken great pains to inform everybody of the organization
and composition of Council.
One of the key issues raised in the survey was that members in
general were not able to attend the events offered by the
Branch, and that more regional and possibly family-oriented
events were necessary. The Council has reorganized the
Branch into six regions to address these issues. We are examining the possibility of family-friendly summer events as well.
We have to develop our message and prepare material that our
existing members can use to bring in new people. We know
there are many out there with the name Macpherson, or of the
allied family names, who don’t know about the CMA. These
people may be interested in joining if they have the same motivation as those of us who are already members. We just have
to find them and talk to them.

At the Central Presbyterian Church
Back row: Rod Smith, Bob Archibald (Port Hope) Ken Gillis (obscured), Mrs. Duncan
McPherson, Duncan Scott McPherson, Mark Macpherson
Front row: Kim Griffiths, Robert W Archibald, Marlene Archibald (Port Hope), Ed
Smith, Dee Engle, Ella Gillis, June Macpherson, Ewan Macpherson

In the afternoon, Bob and Sondra Archibald hosted an outdoor
luncheon at their beautiful home in Brantford. We were
blessed with a nice sunny day, so the fellowship was great and
the food and wine magnificent. Everyone is looking forward
to next year when we will be celebrating out 69th Gathering.

You can find the complete report of the survey on our private
page on the Clan website at https://www.clan-macpherson.org/
canada/membersdocs/membersonly2017.html
Maître d'hôtel: 'Are you here for a special occasion?'
Campbell: 'Aye, we won the third prize in the annual Robert
Burns Contest, a haggis dinner for two.'
Maître d'hôtel: 'What were the other prizes?'
Campbell: The second prize was a single haggis dinner, and,
if you won the first prize, you didnae have to eat the haggis.'

2017 November

Enjoying fellowship at the luncheon
Our genial host, Robert W Archibald, Bob Archibald (Port Hope) Ken Gillis, and Ed
Smith
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TARTANS!
TARTANS! TARTANS!
By John Barton

t artan as we know it today is not

figure depicted by R R McIan and published in his The Clans of
the Scottish Highlands (1845) is shown as wearing this tartan;
and it was a silk scarf of the same tartan which Robert Louis
Stevenson wore as a child in the 1850s). Old Cluny acknowledged the antiquity of this version, but preferred the variation
in which the second of the three lines appears in yellow. This is
now the preferred version and the kilt in this tartan is usually
worn with formal dress.

thought to have existed in Scotland before the 16th century. From
that time, there are numerous references to striped or checkered plaids,
but it is not until the late 17th or
early 18th century that any kind of
uniformity in tartan is thought to
have occurred. Even then, those The Red Macpherson
tartans appear to have been “territorial” and were not necessarily associated with any particular family.
As Highland regiments in the British army multiplied, their
tartan uniforms were differentiated, and this may have given
birth to the idea of differentiating the tartan that might be worn
by each clan.

There are no early paintings showing the Red Macpherson, and there
is no evidence that it was worn prior to the beginning of the 19th Century. However, it has been included in most collections since that
time, albeit with varying hues within the same colour pattern. More
recently, there has been an increase
in the popularity of the “weathered” or “muted” colours: but
such colours have not resulted in a separate registration.

Depending upon how "different tartan" is defined, it has been
estimated that there are now about 3,500 to 7,000 different tartans, with around 150 new designs being created every year.
The official Scottish Register of Tartans was established in
2009, The Register is maintained and administrated by the National Archives of Scotland, a statutory body based in Edin- The Registers also contain another less familiar “Red Macpherburgh. The Scottish Register of Tartans is not selective, and son” of recent origin. On looking closely, the pattern follows
records no less than thirty-one “Macpherson” tartans1
the design of the White Macpherson, but with a red background!
The Hunting Macpherson

The “Hunting Macpherson” is in- Other Macpherson Tartans
stantly recognizable. In the Clan
What of the many other “Macpherson” tarMuseum at Newtonmore, there is a
tans on the established Scottish Register of
magnificent life-size painting of
Tartans? A great number are designated as
Ewen Macpherson (“Old Cluny”)
“dance” tartans. Typical of the tartans to be
who succeeded his father as Chief
seen in the dance competitions at Highland
in 1817 and who died in 1885. Old
Games, they are all very colourful and appear
Cluny is wearing a kilt and plaid of
to be based on the white dress tartan. Howevthe Hunting tartan. In the painting,
er, outside of the dance scene, they are rarely
the sett of the tartan is unusually large. More recently, a smaller
worn. A few “family” tartans have also been
sett of the Hunting tartan has been generally preferred. Early
registered in recent times – for example, the
records show two forms of the Hunting tartan – with a grey
Glentruim tartan, designed by Lochcarron for
background or a white background. It is open to suggestion
Examples of modern
the late Ewen Macpherson of Glentruim. Its
dance tartans
that the grey version may be the original, reflecting the natural
dominant colour is green, and it is proudly
colour of the wool without bleaching.
worn by members of that family.
The White or Dress Macpherson
What is the “Correct” Tartan ?
This tartan may be of similar antiquity to the Hunting. In its early
form, it had three white strips, and
usually there were also two parallel
purple strips. This tartan was
known as the breacan glas (the
pied wagtail) reflecting it’s largely
black and white colouring. The
2017 November

The selecting of a tartan of a new kilt or other garment is a matter of personal choice. For those wishing to a degree of conformity, one may wish to choose from among the generally
accepted tartans. However, the design of many of the tartans
has evolved over the centuries. It is always open to members
of the Clan to innovate and it will be the test of time to decide
whether any such variations will come to be accepted in the
future.
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ALAN G MAPHERSON TURNS 90

By Ewan A Macpherson PhD

father, our clan historian and
m ySeanachaidh,
Professor Alan G. Macpherson PhD celebrated his 90th birthday
on Thursday 28th September 2017.
Alan is the author several books relating to
Clan Macpherson including, A Day's March
to Ruin [a documentary narrative of the Badenoch Men in the
'Forty-Five and biography of Col. Ewan Macpherson of Cluny,
1706-1764] and The Posterity of The Three Brethren - a Short
History of the Clan Macpherson. Copies of Alan's books are
available from the Clan Museum.
Alan is interested in the relationship of DNA to genealogy and
mounted a research project on this
within the Clan a few years ago.
Countless members of the Clan
Association are grateful to Alan
for his time and knowledge willingly given regarding their genealogy and other historical matters
for over 60 years. The layout of
the Clan Museum, particularly the
pre-Victorian period, is largely
due to Alan’s guidance and direction.

Photo by Dr. Joyce Macpherson
Alan G Macpherson 2005

This article is based on material posted to Facebook by Ewen S L Macpherson

BRANCH CONSTITUTION
onstitutions are not normally considered an exciting part of
life unless you are a lawyer or like to read erudite text.
However in the interest of consistency and good governance it is important to have the objectives and rules governing
an organization written down for reference by those who are
charged by the membership with managing its operation. Last
year the Council tabled an update to the Canadian Branch Constitution and asked for comments from our membership at
large, and approval from the CMA Council in Scotland. The
amendments were subsequently adopted at the Annual General
meeting in Brantford this year. The final approved and adopted
Constitution may be found at the Canadian Branch member’s
private space on the Clan website at https://www.clanmacpherson.org/canada/membersdocs/membersonly2017.html
Have a good read!
2017 November

a

fter eleven volumes of the Green Banner and ten years of publication it is
time to pass the Editor torch to an up and
coming competent new person. I have
enjoyed immensely my term as Editor and
I am pleased that our newsletter has gone
from one page at the beginning of 2007
with the Editor dong most of the writing, to an average of 12
pages with many contributors, not only from the Canadian
Branch, but also from our other branches around the world.
This support is invaluable for an interesting newsletter.
I realized that I was getting a little long in the tooth and it was
time to hang up my skates. I welcome John House as our new
Editor for the Green Banner. John’s life experience as a senior police official and his keen interest in learning new things
through formal and informal studies, makes him an idea person to take on this role. I know he will be afforded the support
I received over the years from our Association to produce a
first-rate product for the Canadian Branch.

Alan and his wife of many years Joyce, now reside in London
Ontario. Declining health in recent years has prevented him
from pursuing his Clan and other academic research, but he is
pleased that his contributions over the years have been appreciated by Clan Macpherson.

c

FROM
THE DESK OF THE EDITOR
By Mark F Macpherson

We have two new contributors for the November issue in
Danna Fitton and Reverend James Small, who submitted two
excellent family-oriented stories. Our flying Macpherson,
James G McPherson, told us about the reunion at McPherson’s School at which he passed his elementary years. John
Barton gave us a short introduction into Macpherson tartans, a
topic that should interest all of us, as it is important to our
identity as Scots and Clansmen.

MILITARY HERITAGE MUSEUM
By June Macpherson

w ith Saturday afternoon free at the Gath-

ering, and many choices as to what to
do, Mark and I decided to visit the Canadian Military Heritage Museum in Brantford.
I knew Mark would enjoy it but I wasn’t
too sure I would. However the museum
had been established by and is run completely by volunteers.
As a dedicated volunteer myself I was really astonished and
impressed by what they had accomplished.
The museum was contained in a very large building the size of
two football fields. It covered Canadian military history from
the 1700’s to the present day and we were very lucky to have
a most knowledgeable volunteer to guide us through the museum. Mark and I have visited the Canadian War Museum in
Ottawa which, of course, had millions of dollars lavished on it
and indeed it is very memorable, but what these volunteers
had achieved without government assistance was equally impressive.
Continued on Page 12
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MILITARY HERITAGE MUSEUM

Continued from Page 11

EASTERN CANADA REGION
By John C House MOM, FSA Scot. Councillor

i

am honoured to accept the position as
Councillor for Eastern Canada and Editor
of the Green Banner. I hope to be able to
continue the high standard that Mark has
achieved with this publication. I look forward to his continuing involvement in the
future.

A former Canadian Army signal officer visiting the World War II era signal office
exhibit.

As one progressed from very early maps depicting battles
that took place in the 18th century, to a mock-up of a dugout
in World War I, and a signal office in World War II, it was
easy to see the loving care which had been devoted to making this a truly interesting place to visit. There were weapons on display for each period, from old muskets to a 19th
century Gatling gun, an early form of machine gun, to a
collection of field
artillery
pieces
and vehicles from
the second world
war.
As a librarian at
our local community library in
Hemmingford, I
was interested in
the collection of
military
books
that had been
donated by the
public.
On a more personal note, one
saw many plaques
noting the names
of service men from the area who had died in battle. These
plaques had been rescued from area churches, which had
been put to other uses. This museum is a fitting place to
honor our Canadian soldiers.
The Gatling gun.
It had several barrels, fired in succession, turned by a hand
crank. On the modern version called a mini-gun ,used on
helicopter gun ships , the barrels are turned by an electric
motor.
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I am aware that there are many Macphersons residing in
eastern Canada. I am considering different ways that we can
encourage increased interest in the Clan Macpherson Association in the region. I hope we in the Eastern Canada Region can get together for a local event. I will be contacting
you in the future to discuss our options.
Eastern Canada Region includes the three maritime provinces and Newfoundland-Labrador.

QUEBEC AND EASTERN ONTARIO
By Myles G Macpherson CD., Regional Councillor

i

am certain that we have all been enjoying life over this past summer and hopefully not working too hard. The Canadian
Branch was reorganized at the AGM this
year to replace Provincial Councillors with
Regional Councillors. Although this
doesn’t change much for our Region, in order to get more
activity I will be looking for help to contact all of the members in the region and assist me to organize a local event.
The two main centres in which I will be looking for help are
Montreal and Ottawa. Suggestions are welcome.
I am looking forward to some interesting Scottish activities
coming up over the coming months. If any Clan Macpherson
folk would like to join me, this would be a great opportunity
to get to know one another better and meet at an event held
in our area. Please contact me at my home phone 514-6939920 and we will work out the details to meet up:
•

11 Nov - There is always a military parade in downtown Montreal. I plan to visit the parade and go to a
pub nearby after the ceremonies;

•

Burn’s Night Dinner – I plan to attend the St Andrew’s Society event on 25 Jan 2018; and

•

Maxville Highland Games and Montreal Highland
Games – these two events will take place on the
weekend of 3-5 August 2018.

I hope to hear from you soon.
The Quebec and Eastern Ontario Region includes the Province of Quebec
and eastern Ontario to Colborne and the Ottawa Valley.
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WESTERN CANADA REGION

By Robert T MacPherson Councillor

a

s the new Regional Councillor for
Western Canada, I thought I'd better
get busy with some news. I would like to
first thank the outgoing Alberta Provincial
Councillor, Don Pearson of Calgary, for
his efforts over the last few years.
I hope to be able to stir up some more interest out here in the
west for our Clan. It is a challenge, to be sure. I would also
thank the Clan Macpherson Association for its confidence in
me to represent our Clan in the prairies.
I attended the Canmore Highland Games on September 3 and
found them to be one of the best they have put on. This was
very re-assuring as the announcement in December 2016 was
that the existing Scottish Festival Society would no longer be
putting on the games due to a lack of volunteers to help organize the games. Then in late spring a local Canmore developer
Frank Kernick, stepped up and offered major sponsorship as
well as administrative and volunteer support to the games
through the new Malcolm Scottish Society. Frank was named
Honorary Chieftain for the day for his efforts.

CENTRAL ONTARIO REGION
By Janet Ann MacPherson Councillor

a

s the new Councilor for Central Ontario which is the core of the Canadian
Branch and is also the largest region with
50 members, I was honored to be asked to
take on this position on the Branch Council. I must confess that I am a little apprehensive at the responsibility I have taken
on for Clan Macpherson.
To make Central Ontario a successful Region for CMA, I will
need help from the members especially those who have experience in organizing activities and events. On reading the report for the recent member survey undertaken by Council during the past year I see that the members want more events in
the regions beyond just the Annual Gathering. Also there were
many good ideas offered by the members who responded to
the survey.
I hope to contact all of the members in the Region to determine what sort of activities will be supported. To do this I will
be asking some members to help me make the contacts and
organize the events. If we work together we will be successful
and the Association will work better for all of us.
The Central Ontario Region consists of the Greater Toronto area and the
province from Cobourg in the east to Hamilton Niagara in the west and
north to Georgian Bay.

ONTARIO
WEST REGION
By E Roderick Smith Councillor

a

Piping competition at Canmore

King Malcolm III of Scotland was also known as Malcolm
Canmore (Canmore meaning 'big head' or 'chief' – not head
size!). The town was named for him so it is very fitting that
these great highland games are held here nestled in the Rocky
Mountains of Alberta.
Alberta also has Highland Games in Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton, Grande Prairie and Okotoks, so you can see that there
is lots of interest in Scottish culture in Alberta. Hopefully, I
will put in an appearance with our clan tent at some of these
events in 2018 and encourage interest in our Association as
well.
The Western Canada Region comprises the provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta.
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s the newly elected Councillor for
Ontario West, I am hoping that we
can have a few events during the year
apart from the annual Branch Gathering,
where CMA members in the area can
enjoy each other’s company. I am planning to organize a clan picnic at Bingeman Park in Kitchener. Bingeman’s has an excellent water park as well picnic
and camping areas; so that CMA members may want to bring
children and grandchildren as may be the case. The park can
be seen at www.bingemans.com, comments and suggestions
are welcome.
There is also the possibility of a dinner /theatre evening at the
Dunfield Theatre in Cambridge (Galt) which is an excellent
facility with a number of respectable places to eat nearby. The
theatre can be seen at www.draytonentertainment.com. I would
invite those interested to get in touch with me. I look forward to
contacting and meeting as many CMA members in our area in
the not-to-distant future.
Ontario West Region includes Hamilton Niagara, Western Ontario, and
Northwestern Ontario.
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